
OLVER ANNOUNCES $816,667 TO ESTABLISH GARDNER COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

  
           WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st             District) announced that the U.S. Department of Health and Human             Services (HHS) has awarded $816,667 to Community Health Connections             (CHC) Family Health Center of Fitchburg to establish a satellite             health care facility in Gardner that will expand health care services             to serve low-income, uninsured and underinsured residents in the             greater Gardner area. 

           Congressman Olver said, "Community health centers are one of           the most efficient ways to provide quality health care to the poor           and underserved. A health care center in Gardner will bridge a number           of existing barriers to health care access for many area residents           and will build on the commitment of CHC Family Health Center to meet           the needs of residents in Gardner and neighboring towns."

           Olver is a member of the Congressional Community           Health Center Caucus, which works to increase funding for community           health centers and open more of them throughout the nation. 

           CHC Family Health Center of Fitchburg was one of           76 organizations in the country and two in the state to receive a grant           to establish a new health care access point. The grant was awarded           through HHS' Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA).

           Robert H. Johnson, President/CEO of CHC Family Health           Center, said, "We are very pleased to be coming to Gardner. At           least 10,000 people in the greater Gardner area are in need of health           care services. Because of the distance to Fitchburg and inadequate           regional transportation, CHC Family Health Center of Fitchburg has           been able to serve only about 5 percent of those in need in the Gardner           area. Meanwhile, the demand for services is increasing as the rate           of uninsured and underinsured individuals rises."

           The Gardner facility will be a comprehensive health           care center serving the city of Gardner as well as the towns of Winchendon           and Templeton. It will provide primary health care, dental services,           mental health and substance abuse services, and referrals to other           diagnostic, specialty and ancillary services. Medical staff will include           three physicians, a nurse practitioner and registered nurse, a dentist           and hygienist, and a psychiatrist, psychologist and social worker.           The center will be managed by a full-time director and employ support           staff for outreach and case management. It is projected that the new           facility would add 20 new jobs to the area at start up and 35 at capacity.

           Federal funds could be delivered as early as this           December, with an estimated start up time in July 2005.

           ###

For additional information, contact Robert H. Johnson,         President/CEO of CHC Family Health Center, at 978-665-5965.
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